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MEETING – MARCH 17, 2011
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Jim Miller 
· Welcome All
· Moment of silence for all those who have left before us 

· Pledge of Allegiance

· 2 regular guests present tonight – Rick and Chester
· We held the Ride/Events Committee Meeting at my house on 2/26.  We set up a bunch of fun rides this year, which hopefully there will be a lot of participation on.  The dinner and desserts were AWESOME – thanks to everyone that participated.
· This morning I emailed out a revised Ride Schedule, which reflects all the changes that have been made, to include:  “The Walk of Love” which has been moved to May 1st; Bob’s BMW “Octoberfest”, which has been moved 3 times, is now scheduled for October 1st, which will interfere with Pigs on the Beach again like last year, but we will deal with that.
· Cupcakes were available at the meeting for Kim Miller’s birthday – if you missed the meeting, you missed the party.

· Year Pins were handed out:  Bob Alexander (20 yr), Robert Carr (5 yr), James Chartrand (15 yr), Elliott Schiller (10 yr), Dave Suter (5 yr), Phil Turner (5 yr)

· We have received our Rockers from our source in Westminster – we can now sell our rockers for $45/set, opposed to the previous price of $55/set.  Once we go through the 18 remaining center patches, they may go for cheaper as well.
· Jim purchased a new recorder, from his own pocket.  It is a digital recorder that will record up to 35 hours straight.  It has a USB adapter that downloads down onto the computer, which Donna will find right helpful when doing our newsletters.  NO MORE TAPES (   
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Jason Garber
· At the Events Committee Meeting, a few people showed some interest in a camping trip this year.  I have looked into a few places (Greenbrier, Harpers Ferry, Tuckahoe and Deep Creek, maybe even Oak Creek ( – Earl suggested one up in Lancaster).  Right now it looks like there are 5-6 people interested, which is great.  If you are interested, let me know soon, so I know what kind of accommodations we will need for however many people.  
· I sent out an email with a copy of the Blue Knight application.  If you didn’t get it, I have multiple copies up here.   We’re eventually going to start a game – the person that recruits the most people will receive a gift certificate to 
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (cont)

a TBA location later.  Hopefully this will give people incentives to recruit new members. 

· If you need to contact Jason: (Garber7108@gmail.com)
SECRETARY’S REPORT
· No report
TREASURER’S REPORT
Dave Suter 
· Balance as of February 17, 2011

$ 5,872.99
· Checks paid out:

Check 1585 (Wal-Mart – 2 crackpots)
$      73.95
Check 1586 (BK Intl dues)


$      25.00
Check 1587 (BK Intl New Member dues)
$      75.00





$    173.95
· Deposits
2/23/11- 1 dues cash ($35), 50/50 ($38)             $     73.00
· Balance for March 17, 2011

 $ 5,772.04
· For the new members, your membership packets are delayed.  The lady that usually handles them is ill right now, and evidently she is the only one that can do it.  So be patient, they are coming.
· The ID cards did come in.  They will be handed out at the membership meetings only.  If you want your 2011 card, you must come to a meeting. (Reminder – the meetings are the 3rd Thursday of every month)
QUARTERMASTER REPORT
Linda Turner
· Nothing sold so far

· Linda has all the patches, rockers and back patches available.  Remember, the rockers are now being offered at $45/set.
· We also have International Pins available as well.

· Linda still has some Kerr Helmets available for sale.  If interested, please notify her as soon as possible.  Once the current merchandise is gone, we are not going to pursue becoming a dealer for Kerr (more trouble than it is worth)
· There was an interest in having T-Shirts made with our rockers sewn/silk-screened onto them.  Jim passed around a picture of what the T-shirt could look like – the patch will be on the left breast pocket (with the ®), and on the back is an exact replica of our rockers.  Looks GREAT!  We are still awaiting approval from International.
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ROAD CAPTAIN’S REPORT
 Earl Hughes

Previous Rides:
· 2/26/11 - Events/Ride Committee Meeting – as stated earlier, it was a great success, with multiple rides.  Hope to see everyone on a ride or two or more…..

Upcoming Rides:
· 3/19/11 – Surprise Dinner Ride – 1st ride of the season – rain or shine, 2, 3 or 4 wheels welcome.  We will be going to a place we have never been to before.  Leave from the American Legion (where the meetings are held) at 3:00 sharp.

· 4/10/11 – Police and Fire Leukemia Ride – departs from the Golden Coral on Ordnance Road at 8:30 sharp.  We will ride over to Baltimore Harley Davidson to register for the ride.  Pre-registration is $25/person, which includes a T-shirt and patch.  Same-day registration is $35/person.  The ride itself starts at 10:00 am and travels all throughout eastern Baltimore County.  For more information, go online to mdc.policeandfire.llsevent.org/.   The rain date for this ride is 4/17/11 (Scott Miller will find out exactly how much rain there has to be for it to be rescheduled to the rain date)
· 4/16/11 – Ferry Ride – Earl Hughes is the Road Captain – departs from the Forest Diner on Rt. 40 at 9:00 am sharp.  There will be a $3/bike for the ferry.  The ride will go down to Leesburg, down to the C&O canal, along back roads.  The ride will end in Frederick, and we will probably have to take Rt. 70 back, depending on the time.
· 4/17/11 – Rain date for the above Police and Fire Leukemia Ride

· 4/30/11 – Bobs BMW Spring Open House (originally scheduled on 4/16, but a conflict required the schedule change).  Volunteers are needed – set-up starts at 8:30 am.  Remember, you can accumulate your volunteer hours to put towards your Christmas Party, starting with this event.

· 5/1/11 – Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital “Walk for Love” – we need riders to serve as escorts for the walkers.  Meet and depart from Chucky Cheese on Rt. 40/695 at 8:15 am.  The walk starts at 9:00 am.  This year we will ride directly to the hospital and not to the Pikesville High School.  The walk will start and end at the hospital
· 5/7/11 – CMAs “Run for the Sun” Ride and Shrimp Feast – Ric Davis will be selling tickets ($30/person) – more details under New Business
· 6/12/11 -  COPS Ride

· 7/17 – 7/22/11 – Blue Knight International Convention in Chesapeake, Virginia – a bunch of us already have reservations – check with Earl if you are interested in going

· ***Schedule Change – Maryland I Annual Crab Feast has been moved to 8/6/11, and the location has been changed as well.  More details TBA.  This is also the same day as our Firing Range Day, which we will not change.
· 8/20/11 – MANDATORY!!!!!! (YOU HAVE BEEN TOLD) – Our Annual Shrimp Feast – more details to follow 
· 9/30 – 10/2/11 – Pigs on the Beach
RIDE/EVENTS COMMITTEE REPORT
· Again, see the new ride schedule for all our upcoming rides and events
SAFETY OFFICER

Elliott Schiller

· Elliott would like to conduct a safety inspection on bikes of those that are interested.  He would like to do this before we get into our riding season – please contact him if you are interested in having your bike checked out (410-977-8162).
· We still have not heard from any members regarding their interest in the Safety Course – Please call Elliott (410-977-8162) or email Donna (dmpbkmd3@comcast.net) if you are interested in participating in this course (again – do NOT interpret this course as an insult to your ego, but as a fun thing to do with fellow chapter members where you might actually learn something (believe it or not).  It might actually make us all safer.  It can’t hurt.  (
MASON DIXON CONFERENCE 
John Bull
· The winter conference was held on President’s Day weekend in Wilmington, Deleware.  We rode to the event and this is the first time that there were a significant number of bikes attending this ride.  John and Darlene rode to the event and it was 70 degrees going down and 34 degrees coming back.  It was a good weekend.
· At the conference, they came up with a new quartermaster item.  They decided to get away from T-shirts and sweatshirts, and came up with the “Challenge Coin”.  John has emailed everyone applications for the coin.  If you are interested in ordering one or both of the coins, order soon (John will be handling the initial shipments of the coins and if you order soon, he will be able to pull your order out before they are all shipped down to Tennessee – you’ll get them like 3 weeks sooner).  Check with John Bull to see how long he will take the orders before they will then have to go to Pat Moeser)

· The next conference is Memorial Day Weekend – it is being held in Rocky Mount, North Carolina.  There are hotel rooms still available.  The theme of this conference is “Cop Hop” (instead of Sock Hop) – you can dress up if you like – check the MDC website if interested and need more information.

· FYI – for those members interested in attending the International Conference this year (its’ in Chesapeake, Virginia, July 17-22), Earl Hughes found a hotel that is much cheaper, and right across the street from the host hotel.  It is a Red Roof Inn.  He has a block of rooms reserved and can possibly reserve more rooms in the block.  Contact Earl for more information on who to contact if interested – rooms are going fast.  The rooms at the host hotel were going for close to $100 (it’s all sold out now, as are many surrounding hotels) and the Red Roof rooms are going for roughly $62 + taxes   

OLD BUSINESS
·  Trailer/Grill – Ric’s grill will be patched to be used for Bob’s BMW.  We have multiple tanks. The trailer we were going to use is too big, so we’re still looking for a trailer.  Just a matter of time to scrape up materials and build it.     
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OLD BUSINESS (cont)

· August 20th – Mandatory Event for ALL members – our Annual Bull and Shrimp Feast at the Columbian Center in Severna Park – we are going to print 384 tickets for this event – there is going to be a surprise this year for this event – some lucky person this year will win $50 – they don’t have to sell any tickets or do anything special – it’s going to be a random pick.
· We discussed at the last meeting the possibility of having an event T-Shirt to give away at our annual event.  It was also suggested that we sell spots to sponsors for the back of the shirt.  Initial investigating revealed the following details:  to print up 400 T-shirts, which is what we would need, with one color and a logo (which we would get free of charge – Jim’s tentative idea was the picture of a motorcycle with a shrimp riding it), with our sponsors on the back of the shirt (bigger lettering for the sponsors who contributed more money, smaller lettering for sponsors who contributed a minimum amount) would cost us $2600 (400 T-shirts at $6.25, which is the best price Jim found so far) - we would need to sell 20+ sponsor spots to cover this, or eat the expense ourselves, which would dig deep into our profit margin for this event.  We would need to give the T-shirt company 3-weeks notice to print the shirts.  That means we have from now until the end of July to sell the sponsor spots (not much time).  After much discussion about this (including possibly raising the price of the event ticket – which we cannot do, or waiting until the end of July to make this decision to see how many sponsors we can sell, and if we don’t sell enough, then drop the T-shirt idea; plus we have to get the T-shirt approved by International if it is going to have “Blue Knights” printed on it anywhere), a motion was made by Scott Miller and seconded by Robert Rosso to table this whole T-shirt idea until next year – vote was taken – motion passed to table the T-shirt idea until next year.
· Linda made a motion that we look into Event Pins, seconded by Paul Armstrong.  Discussion on this motion included:  we would not be able to get sponsors for the pin, so the club would have to pay for the pins, which would cost roughly $2.50/pin.  We would have to purchase again roughly 400 pins for this event.  Plus we still have a lot of pins left over from the last time we had pins for an event.  Again, the motion was put forward that we look into purchasing pins for the event – vote taken – motion killed.
· NO –T-SHIRTS, NO PINS 
· Update on the Toy Run – 10/22/11 – Fred Roussey has been calling the lady at Old Glory Harley Davidson and she has yet to return his phone call.  Someone physically will have to go down to the store and inquire what the problem is (Robert Rosso has volunteered to check into it).  If we do not get an answer, we may need to change locations for the event.  More details will be forwarded when they are known.
NEW BUSINESS
· Ric Davis gave us an FYI regarding the upcoming CMA Shrimp Feast – participants will be limited to ½ lb. of shrimp per person – all the other items will be unlimited, but there will be a limit on the shrimp this year.  He is still selling tickets to this event if you are interested.  Again, the Ride and Shrimp Feast is on May 7th, and the tickets are selling for $30/person.  They will only be selling 200 tickets.  They will be holding their event this year at the Abundant Life Church on Furnace Branch Road.  For more information, contact Ric Davis

· At our last meeting, it was suggested that we move the date of our chapter’s annual picnic to a later date in the year due to the significant heat experienced in previous years.  Our event has been moved to September 24th, location TBA.  We may still have it at Kinder Park as in previous years, but we also have a back-up place available to us.
· Scott Miller read an article to the members that basically stated that Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital was associated with both Johns Hopkins and University of Maryland Hospitals.  His thoughts were that Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital receives funding and assistance from both of these hospitals, and that perhaps instead of contributing to them the amount of money that we do each year, that we invest that money into another organization that could make better use of our contribution – Wounded Warriors.  Jim Miller, anticipating this conversation from statements made at the Events Committee Meeting, contacted Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital by email, expressing our disappointment/disgust/anger  in their communication skills (i.e. – absence of them, let’s just say).  Jim received a phone call back from the hospital (Tom Polling), who addressed our concerns and told Jim that we would not have this problem again, and that he would personally come to a meeting and address the entire chapter if need be, and that he would also attend events put on by our chapter that specifically raise money for the hospital, starting with Bob’s BMW.  Scott Miller still feels very passionately that we should not be giving to Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital; we should be giving to Wounded Warriors.  Several motions were made regarding this.
#1 – Consider fund raising for Wounded Warriors

#2 – revised and seconded by Fred Roussey – Continue with the Toy Run – give the toys and money collected that day to the hospital, but as far as the big check, that we give that to Wounded Warriors.  More discussion on this continued, basically stating that we cannot do that since according to our bylaws, Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital is our primary charity, which the majority of our funding must go to.  We do have other charities that we contribute to, to include COPS and Camp Merrick (voted on last November 2010).  If we wanted to make Wounded Warriors our primary chapter, that would involve proposing a bylaw change in writing, which would need to be read at the membership meeting and voted upon and passed by 75% of the members present at that meeting.

 #3 – revised again – we add Wounded Warriors to our list of charities that we donate to, with 20% of the money we raise throughout the year be contributed to them, and look into making – vote taken, motion denied (5 yeah, 14 nay)
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GOOD OF THE ORDER
· HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following members, spouses and/or significant others:  

March:
Wesley Cunningham – 3/7

Elliott Schiller – 3/14
Kim Miller (Jim’s wife) – 3/17

Charlene Roussey (Fred’s wife) – 3/18
Ed Kimpel – 3/27

Linda Turner – 3/30

April:
Teresa Garber (Jason’s wife, our VP) – 4/6

Gwynne Tavel – 4/17

Beth Pittaway (Scott’s wife) – 4/19

Adela Scates (Don’s wife) – 4/24

Ric Davis – 4/27

Dave Bearden – 4/30
· Anybody else???? – If you were not mentioned, that means that I do not have your information - sorry
Motion was made to adjourn, seconded – all were in favor
50/50 Drawing – Kim Miller ($36 – Happy Birthday!)
Perpetual Drawing – Carole Miller (Scott’s wife) – she would have won $22
REMINDER
· We have Breakfast every Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m. at  Golden Corral, Ordnance Road, Glen Burnie, MD
· Next meeting:  Thursday, April 21st, 2011at
 7:30 pm 
· Our meeting is on the third Thursday of each month held at the American Legion Hall, 8068 Quarterfield Road, Glen Burnie, MD
From Beltway I-695 - Exit 4 -  go south on I-97 to Exit 13 (Quarterfield Rd) -  turn left at the end of the ramp/traffic light -  proceed through (2) lights, turn left at 7-11 (which is still Quarterfield Rd) -  go approx. ½ mile to American Legion Post # 276 on the right.
· Our Club Address: 
Blue Knights, MD III

P.O. Box 1456

Glen Burnie, MD  21061
**********************************************
If you wish to have something placed in the newsletter or change your address, phone number or E-mail address, give your information Donna Pyle (Elliott’s better half) at the meeting or email your information to: dmpbkmd3@comcast.net, or call me at 443-277-3939 (leave a message)
HAPPY EASTER TO EVERYONE if we don’t see you at the next meeting!

From Donna

(4-24-11)
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