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MEETING – JANUARY 20, 2011
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Jim Miller 
· Welcome All
· Moment of silence for all those who have left before us 

· Pledge of Allegiance

· 1 regular guest present tonight – Rick Kaline
· I would like to thank the Outgoing Board for all their help and support for the 2010 year

· The Christmas Party held at Hellas Restaurant was a great time.  Once again, the food was good and the company was even better.  We held our traditional gift exchange and had a blast.  Unfortunately with the good, comes the bad.  42 people confirmed that they would be attending, however only 34 people showed.  The club paid $25 per person, so basically the club “ate” 8 tickets of the people that confirmed, but didn’t show.

· The 2010 yearly awards were handed out at the Christmas Party and the winning recipients are as follows:

· Blue Knight of the Year  – Earl Hughes

· Lady Knight of the Year  –Sue Suter

· Rookie of the Year – Paul Armstrong

· President’s Award – Ric Davis and 

  Fred Affeldt

· Special Commendation Award – Linda Turner and 

      Donna Pyle

Along with Paul Armstrong’s award for Rookie of the Year, he was also given a special present that he is to cherish and hold on to until he can pass it on to next year’s Rookie.
· Prior to tonight’s meeting, we held a Board Meeting to discuss what direction the club is going to go this year.  We discussed assignment protocols since a couple of the guys are new this year.  A lot is being thrown at Dave Suter, our Treasurer/Secretary right now with all the renewals – he’s pretty busy trying to collect dues and mail our packet off to International.  Unfortunately, we still have members that have not turned in their dues.  All the members not accounted for have had numerous attempts made to contact them to determine their intent on renewing.  A few we know we have already lost for one reason or another – we lost Tony Manning (Honorary Member) – he has had problems with his business, as well as had to sell his motorcycle and didn’t feel it was right for him to hold an Honorary slot – he still wishes to maintain contact with the club and has also stated that he will continue with his company’s annual donation (Kudos to Tony).  We also lost Norm Kiaunis and Larry Yinger due to their relocation to Delaware (too far to travel).  
PRESIDENT’S REPORT (cont)
We lost Fred Reynolds due to non-participation in the clubs mandatory events and failure to notify a board member.  We are still waiting on a few other members to determine their fate.  Once we have a conclusive answer, we will update the chapter roster and distribute it to the general members.  We will also at that time be able to assess our membership numbers to determine if there are any slots available for an additional Honorary Member.
Every year we run into this problem of collecting dues at this time of year – it’s the holiday time and people are busy, plus with holiday expenses, times are tight – too bad we can’t collect dues in July and put the money aside until renewal time - topic tabled for now until further input can be received.

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Jason Garber
· This is my first report.  My main concern this year is RECRUITMENT!  When I get organized, I plan on getting everyone else involved somehow to try to increase our membership.
· Other than that – he has nothing else (carry on that tradition)  (
SECRETARY’S REPORT
· No report
TREASURER’S REPORT
Dave Suter 
· Balance as of November 18, 2010

$10,451.18

· Checks paid out:

Check 1573 – void



Check 1574 (Hellas)


$ 1,621.59

Check 1575 (P.O. Box Renewal)

$     60.00
Check 1576 (Shamrock Award)

$    375.50

Check 1577 (Mt. Wash. Ped. Hosp.)

$ 2,500.00





$ 4,557.09
· Deposits
11/23 (X-mas party- $100, club 50/50- $35,        $   586.00
Toy Run 50/50- $176, 9 dues- $240)
12/20 (X-mas party- $100, 6 dues- $180)
$     280.00
1/7 (12 dues- $360, X-mas party-$25)

$     385.00





$ 1,251.00
· Balance for January 20, 2011

$ 7,145.09
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QUARTERMASTER REPORT
Linda Turner 
· 2010 – netted $769.00 worth of item, patches, rockers and I am starting 2011 tonight
· Note – We have actually received some samples of helmets and leather products from Kerr Leathers – they have actually set our chapter up as a distributor, for which sales can ONLY go through the Quartermaster.  Since we did not get this stuff until the night of the Christmas Party, we have extended the deal where everything you purchase is at absolute cost.  Linda has some Carbon Fiber Helmets, and some leathers.  She also has a catalog.  From our February meeting (2/17/11) on, anything purchased from Kerr Leathers will incur a slight administrative cost for the club.  The leathers have a 10 year warranty and the helmets (with quick-release straps) have a 5 year warranty. 
· FYI – for the new members, rockers are still $55/set for now – when we order the new sets, there will probably be a price increase, so if you need them, best to get them now.  Also, Kerr Leathers does embroidery work and may be able to embroider our rockers onto a vest (with purchase of the vest from them) – talk to Linda if this is a possible option you are interested in.
ROAD CAPTAIN’S REPORT
Road Captain – we need one – Earl Hughes volunteered

RIDE/EVENTS COMMITTEE REPORT
· We are going to combine these 2 committees together this year.  The following members have volunteered to be on this committee (if I miss anyone’s name, sorry):  Jim Miller, Jason Garber, Scott Miller, Linda Turner, Earl Hughes, John Bull, Dave Suter, Ric Davis, Fred Roussey, Mel Jones, Elliott Schiller.
· 2/26/11 – 3:00 pm - Committee Meeting at Jim Miller’s House to create this year’s ride list.  Jim will be having dinner for everyone, so if you are bringing your Spouse/S.O, please let him know so he may have a head count for the food.

· FYI – COPS Ride is June 12th this year
SAFETY OFFICER

Elliott Schiller

· Elliott would like to conduct a safety inspection on bikes of those that are interested.  He would like to do this sometime in March – date TBA
· Safety Course – last year he attempted to put on a Safety Course – there were many factors involved in not being able to do so (lack of interest being primary, the weather being secondary), however this year he will be trying again.  He would like to hear from the general membership of those definitely interested in attending this course.  Last year only 4 people expressed an interest.  Please email Donna (dmpbkmd3@comcast.net) if you are interested in participating in this course.  It is also possible that he may open this up to surrounding chapters to increase the number of participants.
MASON DIXON CONFERENCE 
John Bull
· 2/18 – 2/20 – MDC Conference in Wilmington, NC

NC 17 will be the host for this conference – for more information, go to their website to download the itinerary for this event.

· International Board Elections were held

Bob Flannigan (President) – surprise!
DJ Alvorez (Vice President)
Jack Kaylor (Secretary)
Jerry Bryant (Treasurer)
** There was a problem with the ballots in the MDC – right now there is an investigation to find out what happened with the ballots – there are missing ballots (over 150 in just 4-5 NC chapters alone)  Organization wide, 400+ ballots are unaccounted for.  Some ballots started appearing when the investigation started.  Right now, they are working on an electronic voting system to cast votes that will possibly eliminate any problem like this in the future.

· Right now, the MDC is THE LARGEST conference.  The Tri-State Conference is right behind us (like only 100 members) and working fast to catch us.
· FYI – for those members interested in attending the International Conference next year (its’ in Chesapeake, Virginia, July 17-22), Earl Hughes found a hotel that is much cheaper, and right across the street from the host hotel.  It is a Red Roof Inn.  He has a block of rooms reserved and can possibly reserve more rooms in the block.  Contact Earl for more information on who to contact if interested – rooms are going fast.  The rooms at the host hotel were going for close to $100 (it’s all sold out now, as are many surrounding hotels) and the Red Roof rooms are going for roughly $62 + taxes   

OLD BUSINESS
· Burt Israel is a 25 year member of the Blue Knights.  He has decided to submit his application to the International to obtain his Silver Life Membership.  We took a vote last year (possibly in the October meeting-not documented in the newsletter because the tape ran out-sorry) – Ric Davis made a motion for the chapter to pay Burt’s $10/year registration fee that is normally a part of regular dues and goes to the chapter- we are going to cover that since he is a 25 year member as long as he obtains his Silver Life Membership, which he has now done.
· In the November meeting, we voted to basically adopt Camp Merrick as one of our charities.  We have a check for $500 (voted on as well) to donate to them for 2010; however Jim has not been able to contact anyone in that organization.  Mel Jones knows the people and will contact them as well to find out what the hiccup is. 
NEW BUSINESS
· Donna has agreed to continue doing the newsletters
· Linda has agreed to continue on as Quartermaster
· Elliott has agreed to continue on as Safety Officer
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NEW BUSINESS (cont)

· Elliott was asked in the last meeting to look into the possibility/feasibility of building a new charcoal grill for the club.  Ric’s is close to the scrap pile - RIP (sorry Ric) – Elliott and Ric have been working together on this one and this is where things stand right now – we are in the scrounging mode right now – we have the tank, we should have the trailer and are still looking for scrap steel as it is very expensive these days – it’s going to be built a little different than Ric’s – the grill will be on a trailer and the trailer is going to have a rack on it for hauling the tables and coolers under a cover – this way it will all be one unit – the final design is still on the drawing table.  More details will follow (i.e.: bottom line for this project) in the next meeting.
· We received another letter from the Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital, dated January 5, 2011 – This is in response to the additional check for $2,500 that we sent them:

· “On behalf of the children of Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital, I want to thank you for the generous contribution of $2,500.00.

Your support is critical to our success in providing the high quality specialty and rehabilitative care that our young patients need.  We serve more than 750 seriously ill children a year through our inpatient services and more than 6,500 as outpatients.  Your gift enables us to serve our children in a nurturing, caring environment and provide education to their families in how to care for their children at home.  The result is that our children can look forward to healthier, more independent lives.

Again please accept our thanks for your generosity”.

Sincerely,

Sheldon J. Stein

President and Chief Executive Officer

· FYI – there was a gentleman on our Toy Run Ride by the name of Rich Harvey – there was a little girl that he befriended while there, placing her on his bike and letting her wear his vest…  After our ride, he actually bought a vest for her and sent it to the hospital, along with 20-25 different Harley shirts for the kids on behalf of the club.

HUGE KUDOS TO RICH AND THANK YOU SINCERELY FROM THE BLUE KNIGHTS, MD 3

· Our new policy, basically starting tonight – any checks that are brought into the chapter to pay for merchandise, tickets or whatever MUST BE MADE OUT TO BLUE KNIGHTS, MARYLAND 3, and NOT to the individual themselves.  It is too much work, and trickier to keep track of.  This will make accounting much easier for us.
NEW BUSINESS (cont)

· It’s time to select a date for our Annual Shrimp Feast – August 13th and August 20th were suggested.  A motion was made for August 20th to be the date – voted on – passed.

· Is there anything that you as members would like to see the chapter purchase?

· Elliott asked about the possibility of have a replica of our current rockers put on a T-shirt, short/long

· Linda said that Kerr Leather is supposed to be getting back to her about embroidering our rockers – if you purchase the vest from them, they will embroider the rockers into the vest instead of sewing patches on – she has samples of their embroidery work – she will bring more to the next meeting.

· We will be sending our new patches to International for approval within the next 30 days.
· After the meeting, Donna thought about this one – is there a possibility that the chapter could purchase a digital recorder similar to the one that Mike Krok used – that way she won’t have to worry about running out of tape, or whether the tape was even recording or not.  She will look into prices for one and address this at the next meeting.
GOOD OF THE ORDER
· We have to decide if we are having a Chapter Picnic – a motion was made and seconded that we have the Chapter Picnic – discussion resulted in an addendum to the original motion that we have the Chapter Picnic and that it be held in September, date to be decided – seconded – vote taken, passed.

· A SHOCKER announcement tonight – Tina from Elkridge Harley is retiring, and evidently Elkridge Harley will be closing.  They’re having a big discount sale, like 35% off right now before the doors close.  They’re supposedly going to have a big birthday/retirement bash for her as well.  If interested, call over there for a date.  This of course will affect the future location of the Toy Run, if we have one.  It was also said that the Harley dealers in Ocean City and Rehoboth are closed as well.  Someone also said that Chesapeake Harley was closing as well, but I (Donna) spoke with some other people in that area and was told that that was not true – I don’t know for sure though. 
· Toy Run – are we going to have one this year – motion made that we have the Toy Run and seconded – vote taken, passed.  The date of the Toy Run, who might chair it and where (possibly Old Glory) is TBD (to be determined).

· This message is for Bud Chesgreen – we know that you are currently undergoing treatment for your cancer – please know that everyone in the chapter has you in their thoughts and prayers, and sends you well wishes for a speedy recovery.  We got your back buddy.  Stay strong!!

· Don Chase – he was a Howard County Police Officer, retired from Baltimore City – he was almost choked to death in his cruiser while transporting a prisoner to lock-
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GOOD OF THE ORDER (cont)
up – he is now out on 2/3 for Howard County – Jim Miller was just out to visit with him recently and says that he is doing much better, that he still suffers from memory loss and other stroke-like symptoms – in fact, Scott Miller had just been by to see him prior to the meeting tonight and states that Don sends his regards to those members here that he knows and repeats the same about how he is doing.    
· HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following members, spouses and/or significant others:  

January:
Dave Suter – 1/2

Charlene Bearden (Dave’s wife) - 1/8
Lois Krok (Mike’s wife) – 1/12

Jim Miller – 1/12

Melvin Jones – 1/20 

Robert Carr – 1/22

February:
Letty Kimpel (Ed’s wife) – 2/1

Mike Ratliff – 2/4

Jeff Elliott – 2/15

Mike Krok (dad) – 2/17

Patsy Davis (Ric’s wife) – 2/18

· Anybody else???? – If you were not mentioned, that means that I do not have your information - sorry
Motion was made to adjourn, seconded – all were in favor
50/50 Drawing – Harold Streat - $30
Perpetual Drawing – Not held – waiting for the roster updates
REMINDER
· We have Breakfast every Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m. at  Golden Corral, Ordnance Road, Glen Burnie, MD
· Next meeting:  Thursday, February 17h, 2011at
 7:30 pm 
· Our meeting is on the third Thursday of each month held at the American Legion Hall, 8068 Quarterfield Road, Glen Burnie, MD
From Beltway I-695 - Exit 4 -  go south on I-97 to Exit 13 (Quarterfield Rd) -  turn left at the end of the ramp/traffic light -  proceed through (2) lights, turn left at 7-11 (which is still Quarterfield Rd) -  go approx. ½ mile to American Legion Post # 276 on the right.
· Our Club Address: 
Blue Knights, MD III

P.O. Box 1456

Glen Burnie, MD  21061
REMINDER (cont)
**********************************************
If you wish to have something placed in the newsletter or change your address, phone number or E-mail address, give your information Donna Pyle (Elliott’s better half) at the meeting or email your information to: dmpbkmd3@comcast.net, or call me at 443-277-3939 (leave a message)
***********************************************
DON’T FORGET VALENTINE’S DAY!!!!!!!!
�
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